
Pre-AICE English Literature Summer Reading Assignment 
Teacher: Mr. Cioffoletti 
Due: First Day of Class 
 

 
 
Text: A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 
Author: Betty Smith 
 
READING STRATEGY: 
-The key to completing a longer novel is to work steadily. The recommended pace for this novel 
is reading two or three chapters a day. This will keep the story “fresh” in your mind and ensure 
that you complete the reading before the first day of school. 
-If you have any questions about this summer assignment, please do not wait until Open House 
in August to ask them. Contact me at Ericaci@LeeSchools.net. Over the summer, I will respond 
to all emails within 48 hours. You can also get in touch with me via the Google Classroom code 
down below.  
 
PART I: 
-Please borrow, beg for, or buy a copy of A Tree Grows in Brooklyn. 
-Sign up for the Pre-AICE English Literature Google Classroom. Class code is jt83bmn. Copies 
of all assignments can be found there. 
 
PART II: 
-Read “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn.” 
-Be sure to familiarize yourself with the vocabulary list at the end of these directions to help you. 
-As you read, highlight (in different colors) passages that deal with the following themes: 
● Coming of Age 
● Loss of Innocence 
● The American Dream 



-In addition, make note of the strengths of foibles of the characters in the main character 
Francie’s life, particular members of the Nolan family. 
 
PART III: 
-On a sheet of college-ruled paper, please hand write the answers to the following questions. 
Typed responses will NOT be accepted. Each answer should be between 1 - 2 complete 
sentences. You need to remember certain key terms from Pre-AICE English Language to 
answer some of the questions, and those terms have been underlined.  
 
Chapter 1: 
1. What is the setting of the story? 
2. How was Saturday a wonderful day? 
3. How old are Neelie and Francie? 
4. What is Francie’s favorite game? What might that foreshadow about her character? 
Chapter 2: 
5. What is situationally ironic about the librarian? 
6. Where did Francie go to read? Briefly describe this “place.” 
7. What is the biggest difference between Flossie and Aunt Sissy? 
Chapter 3: 
8. Why does Johnny Nolan say he drinks? 
Chapter 4: 
9. Name and describe who lives in the Gaddis house. 
10. What feelings does Francie have when she looks in Flossie’s closet? 
Chapter 5: 
11. What is one major aspect of Aunt Sissy’s personality?  
12. Name a few items that appear on the Nolan “menu.” 
Chapter 6: 
**No questions** 
Chapter 7: 
13. This chapter gives a background about “the Rommely women.” Describe each in one 
complete sentence. HINT: Focus on their primary attribute.  
a) Mary 
b) Sissy 
c) Eliza 
d) Evy 
e) Katie 
14. What metaphor is used to describe the Rommely women? 
Chapter 8: 
15. The beginning of the chapter juxtaposes the Rommely women with then Nolan 
men (and their mother as well). Describe the following... 
a) Ruthie 
b) Mickey 
c) Georgie 
d) Frankie 



e) Johnny 
Chapter 9: 
16. What job do Katie and Johnny share when they are first married? 
17. What is foreshadowed during Francie’s birth? 
Chapter 10: 
18. What analogy does Katie make with Francie? 
Chapter 11: 
19. What do we learn about Johnny in this chapter? 
20. What do we learn about Sissy in this chapter? 
Chapter 12: 
21. What euphemism does Katie use to describe Johnny’s drunken binges? 
22. As they leave, what analogy does Katie make about their empty apartment? 
Chapter 13: 
23. Cite imagery that relates to music in this chapter. There are several.  
Chapter 14: 
24. What prediction does Johnny make? What might this foreshadow?  
Chapter 15: 
25. How would you describe the tone in this chapter? Use a specific tone word, not just 
“positive” or “negative.” Cite text evidence as to how you reached this conclusion. 
Chapter 16: 
26. What is the author’s purpose of this chapter? (What does the author need us to 
know?) 
Chapter 17: 
27. What is the “deal” with the piano lessons? 
Chapter 18: 
28. What was something terrible that was said during the vaccination “ordeal.” 
Chapter 19: 
29. What alliteration does Smith use to describe the shopkeeper’s kids? 
30. How does Sissy “solve” the discrimination issue? 
Chapter 20: 
31. What prophylactic procedure does Katie practice? 
Chapter 21: 
32. Cite the metaphor about the “two visiting teachers.” 
Chapter 22: 
33. Describe Francie’s “magic hour.” 
Chapter 23: 
**No Questions** 
Chapter 24: 
34. What activities occur before, during and after election? 
Chapter 25: 
35. What lessons does Johnny impart on Bushchurch Avenue? 
Chapter 26: 
36. What “lessons” does Francie learn about the pie? 
Chapter 27: 



37. What is the irony of Francie’s “winning the doll?” 
Chapter 28: 
38. What transition does Francie experience in this chapter? 
Chapter 29: 
39. Describe “the notion” that Johnny got. 
Chapter 30: 
40. Describe Joanna. How do the neighbors treat her? 
Chapter 31: 
41. Explain the “two very important things” that happened “the year Francie was 
thirteen.” 
Chapter 32: 
42. Describe the Nolan’s financial situation and how the family reacts. 
43. What does Mama do when she discovers Francie’s diary? 
Chapter 33: 
44. How does Katie answer the question “Where do we come from?” 
45. Describe what happened “one afternoon, [when] Katie was cleaning the halls.” 
Chapter 34: 
46. Fully explain how Sissy “is going to get a baby.” 
Chapter 35: 
47. Describe what is happening with Johnny and how each family member responds. 
Chapter 36: 
48. How does Katie break the news to the children that Johnny has died? 
Chapter 37: 
49. What did Francie and Neeley talk about on their walk that night? 
Chapter 38: 
50. What suggestion does the insurance collector make which will help the Nolan’s 
financial situation? 
Chapter 39: 
51. What are Francie’s fears regarding Katie’s feelings toward her? 
52. What conclusion does Francie draw at the end of the chapter? 
Chapter 40: 
53. During labor, what does Katie apologize to Francie for? 
54. Why was Francie sent out? 
Chapter 41: 
**No Questions** 
Chapter 42: 
55. What regrets does Katie have about her life and her kids? 
Chapter 43: 
56. Compare Francie’s job with Neeley’s. 
Chapter 44: 
**No Questions** 
Chapter 45: 
57. Describe Francie’s religious feelings. 
Chapter 46: 



58. What do Francie and Neeley talk about on the roof? 
Chapter 47: 
59. What was “all the neighborhood could think or talk about”? 
Chapter 48: 
60. What is the six-inch headline on April 6, 1917? 
61. As a result “of this headline,” what transpires at Francie’s work? 
Chapter 49: 
62. What classes does Francie take? 
Chapters 50 - 54: 
**No Questions** 
Chapter 55: 
63. What “advice” had Grandma Mary Rommely given to Francie? 
64. Explain the “understanding” that Francie and Ben have? 
Chapter 56: 
65. Detail Francie’s last actions and their significance: 
a. Moving out on monday 
b. Mama’s cleaning 
c. Cheap Charlie 
d. Taking Laurie to the park 
e. “She closed the window” 
 
 
PART IV:  
-Vocabulary building is a major component of Pre-AICE English Literature. You do not have to 
have them memorized, but it might help to familiarize yourself with the vocabulary below before 
the first day of school.  
 
VOCABULARY (In order of appearance): 

Serene (adj) clear and free of storms or unpleasant change; calm. 

Somber (adj) dark and gloomy; depressing. 

Ingratiating (adj) capable of winning favor; kissing up to someone. 

Gallant (adj) Brave and heroic; showy in how one is dressed. 

Synopsize (v) To provide a summary of something.  

Beget (v) To bring out; bring (a child) into existence by the process of 
reproduction. 

Leonine (adj) Resembling a lion. 

Conscript (v) To enlist (someone) against their will, typically into the armed 
services. 



Limpid (adj) Clear and simple in style.  

Enigma (n) a person or thing that is mysterious, puzzling, or difficult to 
understand. 

Beguile (v) to lead by deception or lying. 

Keen (adj) Intellectually alert; to have one’s senses highly developed. 

Bucolic (adj) Of or relating to shepherds or herdsmen. 

Caul (n) The amniotic membrane enclosing a fetus. Some babies are 
born with this covering them.  

Lassitude (n) a state of physical or mental weariness; lack of energy. 

Prodigious (adj) unnatural or abnormal, usually relating to a bad omen. 

Recalcitrant (adj) Defiant of authority. 

Macabre (adj) disturbing and horrifying because of involvement with or 
depiction of death and injury. 

Subterfuge (n) deceit used in order to achieve one's goal. 

Raucous (adj) making or constituting a disturbingly harsh and loud noise. 

Poignancy (n) the quality of evoking a keen sense of sadness or regret. 

Timorous (adj) showing or suffering from nervousness, fear, or a lack of 
confidence. 

Banal (adj) lacking originality, freshness or novelty. 

Sachems (n) (among some North American Indian peoples) a chief. 
Informally, this was often used as slang for a boss or leader. 

Surreptitious (adj) kept secret, especially because it would not be approved of. 

Derisive (adj) expressing contempt or ridicule. 

Eulogize (v) praise highly in speech or writing. 

Plutocrat (n) a person whose power derives from their wealth; the controlling 
class of the wealthy.  

Pathological (adj) altered or caused by disease. 
 


